
        Tillydrone Community Council 

        Lynn Cunningham Secretary 

29 Gort Road 

        Tillydrone 

        Aberdeen AB24 2YS 

        Thursday 2nd May 2013 

Councillor Barney Crockett 

Leader of the Council 

Aberdeen City Council 

Town House 

Broad Street 

Aberdeen 

AB10 9ET 

 

Ref: 3rd Don Crossing ,Health Impact Study 

Dear Councillor Crockett, 

At the public meeting regarding proposed developments in Tillydrone , held in St Georges Church 

Tillydrone on 16th February, residents attending were of the understanding that an agreement had 

been made to conduct an assessment of the impact of the 3rd Don Crossing upon the health of the 

community. 

The assessment was requested due to great concern that the project is being driven forward with 

limited understanding of the outcomes upon the health and well being of residents, especially 

children and more vulnerable adults.   

This concern becomes all the more prevalent with growing awareness of information that challenges 

the accuracy of the air quality predictions, based upon traffic modelling, that assured there would be 

no overall impact with adequate application of mitigation measures. 

We are currently involved in meetings with roads engineers regarding these measures but they are 

limited to practical provisions , such as pedestrian crossings, sound proofing and traffic calming. 

However on the political level there are interventions that can be made to limit the volume speed 

and nature of traffic, not only to aid Tillydrone but to benefit the Citizens of Aberdeen overall. 

Councillor Grant requested further information on the nature of impact assessments and we have 

forwarded him guides issued by Health Scotland and the Royal Physicians which should give an 

outline of the parameters of study. 

We have identified partnership work undertaken between NHS Grampian, NESTRANS and Aberdeen 

City Council to formulate a transport and health action plan, therefore there appears to be some 

expertise and possibly resources that may be called upon to undertake such an important exercise. 

We also enclose for your information a letter we are sending to the NHS Grampian Director of Public 

Health appealing for his assistance on this matter. 



Aberdeen currently breaches national and European thresholds for air quality and, according to Air 
Quality Action Plan reports, no effective actions to protect people’s health have been undertaken to 
date.  As this letter is being written we have learned that on 1st May five EU judges have ruled that 
the UK has failed in its legal duty to protect people from the harmful effects of air pollution, 
presumably this includes the City of Aberdeen.   
 
Recently the City of Sheffield, twice Aberdeen’s population, estimated poor air quality to account for 
up to 500 premature deaths and £160 million per year 
 
A House of Commons report on air quality said: “The cost benefit is clear; what we need now is the 
political will to make this a priority and to commit the resources to address it now so that we can 
reap the benefits of improved health.” 
 

The community Council are appealing on behalf the Tillydrone residents they represent for a health 

impact study to be undertaken, the results of which when published, may enlighten Council 

members and officers of the consequences of their decisions.   This should promote initiatives that 

consider people before cars.  

We look forward to your response. 

Yours Sincerely 

Linda Barklay, Chairperson, Tillydrone Community Council 

 

 

 

Frank Paterson Vice Chair, and Planning Officer 

 

 


